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UNCLAS TEL AVIV 0204 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, US 

SUBJECT: ALLON ON POWERS OF CARETAKER GOVERNMENT 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE JANUARY 10 JERUSALEM POST, FOREIGN 
MINISTER ALLON TOLD THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING THE DAY BEFORE 
THAT THE FACT THAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IS NOW A CARETAKER 
GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT PREVENT IT FROM MAKING ITS VIEWS KNOWN TO 
THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION. "WE HAVE SEEN TO IT THAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION WILL NOT ADOPT A POSITION OR TAKE AN INITIATIVE 
WITHOUT FIRST HEARING US," ALLON IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID. HE 
ALSO TOLD HIS COLLEAGUES THAT THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION WOULD 
LIKE A MEETING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER AND WITH ARAB LEADERS 
BEFORE IT ADOPTS ITS FINAL POSITIONS AND THAT IT 
MIGHT CHOOSE OTHER MEANS OF CONSULTATIONS, SUCH 
AS A TOUR OF THE AREA BY SECRETARY-DESIGNATE VANCE. IN HIS 


EMPHASIS ON THE COMPETENCE OF A CARETAKER GOVERNMENT TO HOLD 
SUCH DISCUSSIONS, ALLON IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT 
SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH DECISIONS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT BEFORE IT RESIGNED AND OF THE 
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KNESSET. 

2. THE POST GOES ON TO REPORT THAT AN OFFICIAL SOURCE 
LATER AMPLIFIED THE MINISTER'S REMARKS BY SAYING THAT 
THE POWERS OF THE CARETAKER GOVERNMENT WOULD EXTEND 
THROUGH THE PERIOD NECESSARY TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT 
AFTER THE MAY ELECTIONS. THE OFFICIAL SAID IT WAS DOUBT 
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FUL THAT ANY HIGH LEVEL ISRAELI/U.S. CONSULTATIONS COULD 
TAKE PLACE BEFORE APRIL AND PROBABLY NOT EVEN BEFORE THE 
MAY ELECTIONS. 

DUNNIGAN 
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